The frequency of envenoming in Northwest counties of the Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil, from 1995 to 2000 was evaluated. Reports from the Municipal Secretariat of Health of these counties were used. The results demonstrated that, from 1997 to 1999, there was a shortage of notification, and 40 cases of envenomations caused by Bothrops snakes were registered. These cases were more common from February to October, and the lower limbs of male peasants were the mainly affected areas.
INTRODUCTION
According to the World Health Organization -WHO (10) , snakes, among the poisonous animals, are the main responsible for envenomings, mainly in the Southeast of Asia and Tropical America. The frequency of envenomations in Brazil became a problem of public health, and the reports carried out in the states of São Paulo, Minas Gerais, and Rio Grande do Sul showed Bothrops snakes as cause of 90% of the cases (4). However, we focused on the several Bothrops species wide distribution over the Rio de Janeiro State (2,7). Based on this information, the present survey aims to evaluate the cases reported in some Northwest counties of the Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil. 
MATERIAL AND METHODS

We
RESULTS
Forty cases were reported in 1995, 1996 and 2000, all caused by Bothrops snakes (Table 1) . Envenomations were more frequently reported in hot months (from February to May), mainly in 1995. It was also verified that the envenomings affected mainly the lower limbs of male peasants from 11 to 40 years old (Tables 2 and 3 ). showing the species adaptability to environmental changes.
